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Some prerequisits and determinating factors of the concept of spatial and
urban development of Georgia

G. Batiashvili, M. Chkhenkeli

Resaim

The existing research and recommendation methodotwggtisedby centrally administered
institutions of now collapsed Soviet Union, cannot be utilized in formohghe new state
document/program of urban development and settlement of Georgia.

Nowadays, Georgia representiemocratic state with its independent market economy in a big
ecapolitical region. Georgia has gained new functions, such as transit, whicinn stipulates
certain urban decisions.

The articlelreport presented above i s t he n e
development constitution of Georgia.
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Conceptof Infrastructural Development of Mauntainous Adjara
G. Beridze

Resum®

There isexaminedhe concepbn of urban development of Mountains Adjara, according to
which the infrastructural development of Batumi and Adjara has to be planned in a complex,
interdisciplinary method in collaboration with specialists of differemdires.
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Problems in architectwal and construction industryf Geagia:
legislative and regulatory framework, professionalism, quality and

education
L. Beridze
Resime

Today there is a crisis @frchitecture and town- planning. There are a number of
factors that define this position. The paper discusses and analyzes these factors.
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Legislative and regulatory frameworkFor proper operation of the architectural
industry there is a modern legal amdgulatory framework, and # use of existing regulatory
documentation spent against arbitrariness and irresponsibility, ignoring their inherent
parameterslt is necessary to createnodern regulatory system documentation.

ProfessionalismArchitecturalwork unfortunately, in many cases, has become an arena
of activity do not have enough practice, inexperienced architects, or no architectural education
people. It is recessary to introduce a certification systefarchitects.

Quality. In most cases, th quality of architectural design documentation, as well as
existing buildings is low and does matisfythe minimum standardslt is recessary to introduce
an estimation of quality of construction and certification of buildings.

Higher architectural edoation. It requires the alignment of curriculum in line with
modern standards.
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General Releue of International BuildingCode of 2012 year

G. Bzekalava
Resume

There is discussed the history of the
Also, there is discussed the creation of the first model code and the general aspects of
international building code of American experience. Besides the article detertimines
main demanslof international building code.
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Stone | eader s andompa&speptd obtlbesurbane pu b
geography of the RussdJkrainian war

Michael Gentile
Dept. of Geosciences and Geography
University of Helsinki
Gustaf H21l 1l str°mi
FIN-00014 Helsinki, Finland

Until not many months ago, the part of Ukraine known as the Donbas was a peaceful
and, by Ukrainian standards, affluent region. Currently, following farcical local referenda
and the declaration of independence of HwecalledLuhansk and Donet sk
Republics (LNR and DNR) by local rebels, the Donbas is in the midst of an armed
confrontation between Ukrainian governmental forces andRpigsian militants. After the
siege of t hceb | rasggtaléd Danstsk and dhanski the intervention of
regular Russian troops dramatically altered the course of the conflict, with the Ukrainian
troops forced to a chaotic retreat from the core urban areas of the Donbas. Aireease
agreementwhich favoured the rebel cause wabsequently brokered, and the situati®n
currently cooling down tget anothed p eSotvi et frozen conflicto f
the Minsk agreement on 5 September, which accorded a certain degree of autonomy to
parts of the Donbas, and local LNRdaDNR gunpoint elections on November 2, which
aimed at legitimizing the seffroclaimed leadership of these two organizations while
ignoring the same Minsk agreement.

How could thisall happen? On the one hand, the role and responsibility of théaRuss
Federation is obvious: by setting theample through the annexation of tBeimea, by
gathering welitrained troops along the border, by supplying the rebelswetpons and
mercenary fightera nd by rol l ing in its oitmestteffodop s,
into destabilizing the region at the lowest possible (direct) cost for Russia. However, while
this is all selfevident, | wish to argue that there are other important aspects that warrant
consideration, first and foremost the degree of stupfrom the local population and,
second, the meaning of the characteristics of the Sstyktd urban context of the
Donbas. I owi || spend most time reflecting
sympat hi es, t he L NR aenmlchBUppdrt, despitédthe obvoweslpn t o
forged grand slam of the 11 May independence referendum, whereby over 96 percent of
the Luhansk and almost 90 percent of the Donetsk voters allegedly offered their support for
the secessionist cause. As late as in IAppproximately 70 percent of East Ukrainian
residents expressed their preference to ma
were more Russiaspeaking Ukrainians who believed that Russia was having a negative
influence on Ukraine rather than asgiove one (Pew Research Institute, May 2014).
Russian presidenYladimir Putin is certainly aware of this, which might explain his
previous reluctance to openly invade the regioit a&s the case in Crimea. Any military
operati on i n isdnhevestly mdreedifficuet, mndiif it is abgokutely necessary,
following the Kremlindés |l ogic, then it is b

As to the urban environmeiitand the Donbas is a highly urbanized regionwould

like to develop some thoughts. Thian theme has, as | see it, three potential whassit
affects the current situation:
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1. Through the stickiness of Soviet urban narratives;
2. Through the continued overwhelming presence of Soviet names, images and
artifads in urban space,;
3. Through the remduction of Soviet mindsets across all levels of society.
These three aspects overlap, of course, but they deserve to be treated separately for the
sake of clarity.

Sticky Soviet narratives

Under Soviet times, coal miners and steel workers glerdied in the state narrative of
progress towards Communi sm. Al exey Stakhan
was the uttermost expression of this glorification and has since come to signify
owor kaholicd not onl y i ngesRuck asiFemch dnd ltaliam | s o
The Donbas came to synonymize the heroic (urban) work efffart laid the ground for
the future Communist bonanza. Being the heart of the Ukrainian coal and steel industry,
the role of the Donbas for the national econdmtill highly significant. Certainly, the

Donbasd industrial structures have | ong pa
global demand for its produce has exted their life length well ithe 2£' century. The
positive narrativesurroundingb her oi ¢c6 i ndustri al heritage

counteract any serious attempt at diversifying the local economic base. Thia loak

recently been described in detail in an innovative PhD dissertation by Evgenia Prokhorova
(2014) who showedt h a't Sovi et di scourses surroundin
enrichment workers in a small town in the Carelian republic of Russia worked against the
establishment of alternative sources of economic development in a comkexe the
opportunities wee relatively plentiful. Viewed against the backdrop of the overall
impoverishment of the Ukrainian population since the demise of Soviet power, such Soviet
narratives tend to discursively O60Other6é th
past. Acordingly, the present should be more like the past, and the western influences of

the past two decades are to be blamed for the lower living standards of a poptiiation

used to (and still does to some extent) consider itself to be the heir of Stakfiaeo

Luhansk and Donetsk peoplebébs republics buil
of Soviet concepts and jargon (and, not least, Soviet legislation). The very names given to
the separatist movements and to their military units make this fidet sei dent : O6peo

republ inareaddoyezsopoltherit p e o p | e 6Perhaps thisi may nat)attract more
Opeopl eds r e sarahhya opalahenthybugibhnmag redide registance against
the idea of possibly breaking away from Ukraine /angbining the Russian Federation.
After all, as historian Anne Applebaum recently stated (inNleg&v Republicl2 May),
apathy and indifference towards who is ruling, rather tharRpussian sentiment, is the
main threat to Ukraineds integrity.

Soviet rmmes, images and artifacts in urban space

The presence of Soviet nhames, images and artifacts in positive contexts works in
different ways. First of all, it reinforces the aforementioned Soviet sticky narratives,
wal |l i ng them -{Hnmadeand, hdhleastcintotity biik engrenimént. Alongside
t he many 06 S tkamemaye kozhaidfewhishothere remain plenty in Ukraine
despite the recent wave of Lenin topplinggnd other real or mythological figures of
Soviet Communism, the omnipersce of references to the Soviet (in fact, Allied) victory

50



Y L L1, J ALl L r 1 @4l 2014

in the second world war is perhaps most striking throughout the Former Soviet Union.
Tanks, airplanes, artillery pieces, statues of unknown soldiers, military leaders, etc., are, as
monumats, a regular occurrence in p&aviet cities. As we know from the Bronze Statue
crisis in Tallinn in 2006, this presence is highly contested, becoming the focal point of
domestic and even international tensions. Of course, war memorials exist in most
countries, and their position is somewhat sacrosanct. However, in the Soviet Union and its
successor states, their role was and remains dual: on the one hand they function as
memorial sites for the victims of the war or commemorate the victory over thasxis
such. On the other, they tend to conflate the Soviet (forget the Allies) victory with the
alleged perennial victory of Soviet ideology over everything else. This is because during
the decades that have elapsed since 1945, the war victory has beearctamhsis a crucial

part of the Soviet identity. It is the one thing around which all Soviet citizens could unite,
from Tajikistan to Carelia and Moldova to the Pacific. In practice, while Communism may
have been resented by many, keeping alive the eupdfai@ war victory (and also many

of the myths sur r ounfalibie geniality) functiemedgakonglivedf St al
ideological currency. The regime was dependent on not letting this euphoria fade away.

Figures la (left) and 1b (right). For meshilovdovi et P
full equestrian gloryand Felix Dzerzhinskii, founder of the Soviet secret police (CheKa), overlooking their
respective plazas. Notice the flowerbedrsunding the Dzerzhinskii momument, suggestihgt it is not
merely a Soviet relic, but an actively cherished landmark of the city. Photographs by author, July 2013.
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Figure 2: Local selpromotion carries a distinct baggage of Soviet memory.dghaph by author, July
2013.

In the Donbas, which was a patrticularly strategic region during the war, decorative
Soviet military paraphernalia aszattered across the territory and they arertiportant
compones of the urban symbolic landscape. Most recently, it even appisatsthese
objects have been returned to their original use: In both Konstantinovka and Donetsk, for
example, tanks have been removed by rebel forces from their city beautificatiqroroles
from museums to be reused in the conflict, if anything, as roadblock material. Apart for all
of these WWII memorial sites and objects, the street nhames in most Donbas cities are
largely unreformed and all Sovieta statues remain in place. For examphe main
intersection in central Luhansk is between Sovetskaya (Soviet) and Oboronnaya (Defense)
street s, and t he -nurdérer,&Kkmenndososhilol, avatohas sverrores s
of the cityds main pl az aRBgure ljrElsawbeset oneonmag d a n c
find stonecarved glorifications of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, of Felix
Dzerzhinskiy Figure 1B and of other dubious people and everferhaps most
importantly, even local place promotion appears to rely heavily on Sovietgeefiteyure
2]. Finally, there are plenty of monuments to different categories of heroic workers in
maledominated professioris miners, border guards, railway workers, etc. Some of these
monuments actually date to the p8stviet period, underscoring theurdbility and
resilience of the mindsghat produces them.

The reproduction of Soviet mindsets

The reproduction of Soviet mindsets is closely linked to the previous two points, that is,
the stickiness of Soviet narratives and the tangible urbaempce of the USSR. Both have
been instrumental in the preservation of a third national idénthwt is, neither Ukrainian
nor Russianbut Sovieti in the Donbas (Kubicek 2000). As such, it is rather ebesed
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than ethndinguistically determined. Tims far, Ukraine has been a relatively sk@former

and the industrial base and culture of the Donbas have not undergone the kind of thorough
restructuringthatit so urgently neesl Without a clear break from the past, as economist
Ander s | s | ouldday,(it s @etydlifficulivto mentally prepare the population for
the future challenges; instead, it will tend to cling on to whatever Soviet remnants there
may be, to an illusory fading normalithat no longer is. This favours the partbgenesis
(Kornai 2008) of obsobte bureaucratic structures and practices rooted in the demised
socialist system, while making the population susceptible to manipulative metanarratives
about the causes of economic hardship and the ways through which the situatiba may
improved. Put differently, the long term consequences and costs of inactgnadual
reform are not only economibut also political and culturand in the case of the Donbas
they have reached catastrophic proportions. Importantly, they exceedthbgepainful
onetime blow delivered by radical reform programmes.

The new government in Kiev challenges the Sometdsetand in this light it is not
surprising that it is resented by much of the local population of the Donbas, irrespective of
any possible sympathies for the rebels. However, while the region appears to have been
lost to the enduring limbo of a frozen conflict, the Soviet identity problem neebs to
urgently addressed elsewhened most notably in the neighbouridgstricts andin those
parts of the Donbas that are not occupied by the Mosamtrolled rebels, including the
major city of Mariupol. This meanshat the posiMaidan Ukrainian government urgently
needs to makieg ea 60 d cu nt thseareas.eSsich doantetoffer wodild t h e
have to include the prospect of a free, democratic, reformed, prosperous and inclusive
Ukraing and a credible alternative to the morally bankrupt Yanukovich regime and to the
unfamiliar waters and indefinite legal contours of the seha anachronistic
O0Sovi egecsmlue®ds republics.

By way of conclusionin the Donbas, the Soviet cig/fighting in a battle on two fronts:
the first front is in the realm of symbols, narratives and values. With tanks, artillery pieces
andsoldes this battle is being fought both i
streets of Donetsk, Luhansk, Kramatorsk, Chervonopartizansk, Sverdlovsk, Antratsyt,
Art tmovsk and so f wahich has nofThdeen discessed m dhis £ssay,n t
concerns the Soviet urban hardware: housing, factories, retail facilities, etc. While stone
leaders can stay put without causing much practical damage, the built environment in
general must be maintained, modernized, restored or demolidbeckver, the psence
of stone leaders correlates with the absence of decisive economic and institutional reform.
They belong to an unreformed semiotic landscape, that weakens the social receptiveness
for change, while simultaneously fertilizing the ground for the ool reproduction of
Soviet mindsets.
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Stone | eader s and peopl ebs republ i
geography of the RussdJkrainian war
M. Gentile
Resume

Ukrainian regions Th®onbas and Luganshina are highly urbanized regions. The urban theme
has, as it seems, three potential wdkat affects the current situatiomhrough the stickinessf
Soviet urban narratives; Brough the continued overwhelming presence of Soviet namages
and artifacts in urban space; 3.Through the reproduction of Soviet mindsets across all levels of
society.

These three aspects overlap, of course, but they deserve to be treated separately for the sake of
clarity.
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